
It was my pleasure recently 
to announce our second 
IAEP student scholarship 
winners.  Robbie Sliwinski 
and Jacob Adams are pursu-
ing environmental studies 
degrees at DePaul University 
in Chicago.  See the articles 
in this issue of IAEP Net-
work.  Board members who 
reviewed the scholarship 
essay entries were im-
pressed with both Robbie 
and Jacob’s commitment to 
the environment, their dedi-
cation to quality education, 
and their vision for their 
life’s work in environmental 
policy and the sciences.  
The scholarship awards 
were the direct result of our 
successful Second Annual 
Golf Outing held last Sep-
tember.  Many thanks to the 
individuals and companies 
who participated in and 
sponsored both last and this 
year’s event.  This year’s 
Golf Outing was even better 
with more golfers enjoying 
the event.  Enjoy your fall 
season and best wishes for 
a successful business year.  
 
Ron Deverman, President 

Hello everyone!  We’ve 
had an exciting sum-
mer and fall.  At the 
end of July IAEP 
hosted the national 
association (NAEP) 
Board of Directors 
meeting in Chicago.  
Jenner & Block, IAEP 
host corporation, pro-
vided excellent confer-
ence and meeting 
space for the quarterly 
board meeting.  In 
addition IAEP and Jen-
ner & Block hosted a 
social networking 
event with the NAEP 
board with a special 
appearance by Leesa 
Beal, U.S. Corps of 
Engineers Section 
Chief.  We appreciate 
the great turn-out 
from IAEP members.  
It is through your 
commitment and sup-
port that IAEP can of-

fer these professional 
networking opportunities 
as well as seminars and 
development programs of 
environmental interest. 
 
On October 3rd, IAEP con-
ducted a wetlands regula-
tory update with Jedd 
Anderson and Leesa Beal.  
About 100 people at-
tended the seminar and 
dinner at the Rosewood 
restaurant in Rosemont.  
Also, on October 10th, 
IAEP held our Third An-
nual Golf Classic that 
raises funds for college 
student scholarships.  
The IAEP Board is now 
busy planning two other 
seminars which will be 
announced soon.  Let me 
hear from you on what 
we can do for you in the 
ways of presenting pro-
fessional topics of inter-
est, holding joint regional 
or state conferences, or 
just better communica-
tion and dialogue on cur-
rent environmental issues 
that face us.  IAEP exists 
to support the endeavors 
of all environmental pro-
fessionals. 
 

President’s Pen 

Illinois Association of Environmental Professionals 

October  2007 Volume 36 Issue 5 

IAEP Network 

 IAEP 2007  Board of Directors 
 

Ron Deverman, President 

Parsons 

ronald.deverman@parsons.com 

(312) 930-5142 

 

Nathan Quaglia, Vice President 

nquaglia@sbcglobal.net  

(773) 454-5819 

 

Rob Stawik, Treasurer 

Christopher B. Burke Engineering 

cburke@cbbel.com 

(847) 823-0500 

 

Eric Sikora, Newsletter Editor 

The Sigma Group 

esikora@thesigmagroup.com 

(414) 643-4200 

 

Bill Forcade, Past President 

Jenner & Block 

bforcade@jenner.com 

 (312) 923-2964 

 

Robert Sliwinski 

rsliwinski@cbbel.com 

(847) 823-0500 

 

Board Members at  Large 

 

Gregory Merritt 

Environmental Resources Management, Inc. 

greg.merritt@erm.com 

(847)932-1356 

 

Tom Guist, Past President 

Atwell-Hicks, Inc. 

tguist@atwell-hicks.com  

(630) 577-0800 

 

Richard Hayes 

Patrick Engineering, Inc. 

RHayes@patrickengineering.com 

(630) 795-7200 

 

Ken Kopija, jr., Webmaster 

Christopher B. Burke Eng. 

kkopija@cbbel.com 

 

Jenner & Block 

Christopher B. Burke Engineering 

http://
www.iaepnetwork. 
org/ 

Special points of interest: 
 

• Jacob Adams and Robert Sliwinski are 2007 Student Scholarship Winners. 

• 33rd Annual NAEP Conference in San Diego, California in March, 2008. 

• State and National Environmental News. 



The National Association of 
Environmental Profession-
als (NAEP), in conjunction 
with the California Associa-
tion of Environmental Pro-
fessionals (AEP), will hold 
its 33rd Annual Conference 
in San Diego, California on 
March 25-28, 2008.  The 
nation’s top environmental 
professionals will meet to 
discuss the latest research 
and practical knowledge 
on multidisciplinary issues, 
such as the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), brownfields regu-
lations, sustainable devel-
opment, transportation, 
environmental manage-
ment systems, education, 
public participation, air 
quality/climate change, 
water resources and wa-
tershed management, 
health risk assessment, 
among other topics.  The 

2008 conference theme is 
“Changing Climates.”  
Track and session speak-
ers will present case study 
successes and new tools, 
techniques and research 
that will help participants 
create a healthy and sus-
tainable environment for 
everyone.  Planning for the 
conference is well under-
way for the NAEP/AEP An-
nual Conference and the 
conference committee will 
meet on October 19th at 
the conference site to fi-
nalize the events, keynote 
speakers, tours and pro-
grams. 
 
As professionals in various 
environmental fields, we 
understand and appreciate 
both our natural resources 
and our built environment.  
Therefore, it is essential to 
cooperate to resolve com-

plex issues with all parties 
involved:  public and pri-
vate.  It is also essential 
that we fully understand 
the changes and the 
trends in current environ-
mental regulations and 
compliance.  The 2008 
conference will showcase 
environmental alliances 
and highlight changes in 
permitting, economic de-
velopment and natural 
resources management.  
To obtain more informa-
tion on the 2008 Confer-
ence, visit the NAEP web-
site at www.naep.org .  
IAEP is a professional 
chapter of NAEP; contact 
Ron Deverman, IAEP 
President and representa-
tive to NAEP, if you have 
any questions about the 
conference.  More details 
will be available in future 
issues of our newsletter. 

NAEP to Hold 33rd Annual Conference in San Diego, California 
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Check us out  

on-line at: 

http://www.iaepnetwork.org/ 

Is it time to 
renew your 
membership? 
 
Send in your 
renewal 
today. 
  
See the back 
page of this 
newsletter to 
mail it in 
today. 

IERG SPONSORS SERIES ON FACILITY ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPLIANCE  

The Illinois Environmental 
Regulatory Group, an affili-
ate of the Illinois Chamber 
of Commerce, is offering a 
three-part series on the 
nuts and bolts of facility 
environmental compliance 
in Illinois. Addressing both 
state and federal regula-
tion, the sessions will pro-
vide overviews of key 
regulatory agencies, rele-
vant laws and regulations, 
and inspection and en-
forcement procedures per-

taining to air, water, and 
land. Presenters will in-
clude lead staff from Illi-
nois agencies, consultants, 
and others. The three ses-
sions will be held on Sep-
tember 24, October 29, 
and November 7, 2007 in 

Springfield. To learn more, 
visit www.ierg.org. The 
three sessions will be held 
on September 24, October 
29, and November 7, 2007 
in Springfield. To learn 
more, visit www.ierg.org.  

NAEP News Update by Ron Deverman 



The California Association 
of Environmental Profes-
sionals (AEP) and the Na-
tional Association (NAEP) 
hosted a Chapters Retreat 
at the Ontario, California 
Hilton on September 21 
and 22 (Friday & Satur-
day).  About 30 persons 
from the 12 of the 20 
state/regional chapters 
nation-wide, including 
IAEP, attended this impor-
tant meeting.  This is the 
first time in IAEP’s history 
that such a national gath-

ering has taken place.  
Ron Deverman, current 
chapter president and 
NAEP Board representa-
tive, attended the retreat.  
This was an unprece-
dented opportunity for 
IAEP to review, improve 
and strengthen the NAEP / 
Chapter relationship, and 
grow to understand other 
chapters’ mission, suc-
cesses and challenges.  

Discussion topics ranged 
from the mission of NAEP 
and state chapters, to how 
to grow a chapter, to 
chapter affiliation agree-
ments, to how to serve 
members more effectively.  
A full report of this historic 
event will appear in the 
December 2007 IAEP 
newsletter when retreat 
summary information and 
action items become avail-
able to the chapters.    
 
At the chapters’ retreat, 

John Irving of the Idaho 
National Environmental 
Laboratory facilitated an 
excellent discussion among 
NAEP executive board 
members and officers from 
the chapters and the na-
tional organization.  The 
subjects centered on the 
respective rights, responsi-
bilities, and mutual obliga-
tions of the different com-
ponents of NAEP and how 

to better serve the chap-
ters at the state and local 
level.  One of the goals of 
the retreat was to figure 
out how the national or-
ganization can help the 
chapters prosper and how 
the chapters can collec-
tively make NAEP a 
stronger organization serv-
ing all environmental pro-
fessionals.  Both NAEP and 
the chapters are broad, 
multidisciplinary groups of 
professionals using exper-
tise to solve problems and 

to promote compliance 
with all existing environ-
mental laws.  In addition, 
ethical conduct is as cen-
tral as multidisciplinary 
knowledge in the core val-
ues of our organizations.  
NAEP hopes to host future 
retreats and networking 
sessions with chapters in 
the months and years to 
come. 

IAEP Participates in National Chapters Retreat  
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Is it time to 
renew your 
membership? 
 
Send in your 
renewal 
today. 
  
See the back 
page of this 
newsletter to 
mail it in 
today. 

Welcome New Members 

Diane F. Korling Diane Korling and Associates 

Greg Sterchi Contech Stormwater Solutions, Inc. 

Stefanie Nagelbach Shabica & Associates, Inc. 

Check us out  

on-line at: 

http://www.iaepnetwork.org/ 



IAEP Announces 2007 
Scholarship Winners 
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Jacob Adams is a junior at 
DePaul University majoring 
in Public Policy with a con-
centration in Environ-
mental Studies. Jacob is 
also completing a minor in 
Geographic Information 
Systems.  As a very active 
member of the DePaul 
community Jacob has trav-
eled to New Orleans in 
2006 to assist in the relief 
efforts for Hurricane Rita 
victims with DePaul's 
School of Public Service. 
Working to remain en-

gaged in campus and world issues Jacob is currently a 
Resident Advisor, Research Assistant for the Public Pol-
icy Department, and a Student Government Association 
Senator for Third Year Students.  
 
This winter Jacob will begin working on a research pro-
ject overseen by the Public Policy department and the 
Center for Neighborhood Technology. The project will 
examine “sewer shed” and Brownfield redevelopment. 
In the summer of 2008, Jacob will be traveling with the 
Public Policy department to Yellowstone and Grand Te-
ton National Park to examine environmental policies and 
explore natural science. Jacob also plans to complete 
postgraduate studies by attending graduate school in 
the fall of 2009 for Public Policy and/or Urban and Re-
gional Planning.  

 
 
Robert is a senior undergraduate student at DePaul Uni-
versity in the Public Policy Studies department, concen-
trating in Environmental Studies. He is in the process of 
applying to graduate programs. 
 
“Throughout my first couple of years at DePaul Univer-
sity, I had plans in entering the field of controlling inva-
sive species of fish on the Great Lakes.  I likened inva-
sive species because of the interesting concept behind 
the idea of a specie coming into a foreign area and tak-
ing over what had been taking place for centuries.  I 
thought it would be neat to be in charge of creating 
ways to defend native species, find out information 
about the invasive specie, and applying it to natural 

habitats while comply-
ing with and realizing 
real life issues that 
may affect and are 
affected by invasive 
species.   
 
I was discovering all 
the various environ-
mental laws out there 
and how the policy 
world works and real-
ized how it applies to 
compliance issues, 
restoration issues, and 
so forth.  I found this 
environmental policy 
field fascinating.  I 
saw the world as a 
place that humans 

have destructed and made ironically reliant on our help 
to keep it artificially alive. The world is dominated by 
humans so to let nature free would be letting it free to 
developers, companies, roads, and those who like to 
pick flowers.  Wilderness is a great big garden, which 
needs to be managed to a state where it can be seen as 
natural, so that those who are not concerned with the 
task of labeling could not tell the difference.  In a world 
where human dominance is all around, wilderness can 
only be saved from destruction, and not left alone to be 
free.  It's being held captive and has been assigned a 
few caregivers to keep boundaries in tact so that growth 
can occur within the boundaries in a garden type set-
ting.  Therefore, I found environmental policy a great 
way to uphold strict rules that work in a world that can 
only work under rules.  Since humans have made the 
world so regulated, developed, and artificial, the retali-
ating way to fight that is with environmental policy 
where we can help to save what 'wilderness' we have 
left.”   

Jacob Adams 

Robert Sliwinski 

The success of the 2006 IAEP Golf Classic allowed 
IAEP to select two winners for the 2007 Student 
Scholarship. We are proud to present Jacob Adams 
and Robert Sliwinski, this year’s winning essayists 
on the topic, “Why I Chose to Major in an Environ-
mental Discipline”. IAEP would like to graciously 
thank the following sponsors of last year’s golf out-
ing, including JFNew, Weston Solutions, Inc., ERM, 
Veolia Environmental Services, TestAmerica, and 
C.S. Drilling. Details for the 3rd Annual Student 
Scholarship Competition will be available soon via 
the IAEP newsletter and web site.  



A working carbon emissions credit 
and trading program for greenhouse 
gases generated from land is cur-
rently in place in Illinois. The Illinois 
Conservation and Climate Initiative 
(ICCI) issues greenhouse gas emis-
sions credits to Illinois farmers and 
landowners for greenhouse gas re-
duction practices, and the credits can 
be traded on a special exchange 
which was set up to allow the credits 
to be traded on the open market. The 
ICCI was organized jointly by the 
State of Illinois and the Delta Institute 
in order to encourage participation by 
the agricultural community in combat-
ing greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Greenhouse gas reduction practices 

eligible to receive credits include con-
servation farming practices such as 
no-till and strip-till farming. On a con-
tractual basis, farmers or landowners 
can earn credit for every reduction of 
0.2 to 0.6 metric tons of carbon diox-
ide per acre per year for these prac-
tices, depending on land location. 
Credits can also be earned through 
grass and tree plantings and the use 
of manure digesters to capture meth-
ane. The credits can then be sold on 
the Chicago Climate Exchange 
(http://chicagoclimatex.com). 
 
Participation in the program is grow-
ing rapidly. Total contracts in place as 
of August 21, 2007 numbered 737. 
This number increased from about 

150 in August of 2006. The major-
ity of contracts are for soil man-
agement practices, including grass 
plantings,  conservation tillage 
practices, or combined grass and 
tillage. The remainder are forest 
management contracts.  
 
The Association of Illinois Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts 
(AISWCD) provided strong support 
in introducing the program to the 
agricultural community. The 
AISWCD received a recognition 
award for this work at the Illinois 
State Fair Ag Day program on Au-
gust 14.  
 

 

IL Environmental News: Agricultural Carbon Emissions Trading 
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American Electric Power reached a 
settlement with the U.S. Department 
of Justice and other plaintiffs earlier 
this month over current and past air 
emissions from 16 U.S. plants located 
in West Virginia, Kentucky, Virginia, 
Ohio, and Indiana. The agreement 
included a $15 million forfeiture, $60 
million spent on mitigation of past 
emissions impacts, and a 813,000 ton 
reduction in annual air pollutants at 
an estimated cost in the billions of 
dollars, and constitutes the largest 
single environmental settlement in 
history. The significant sulfur dioxide 
and nitrogen oxides emissions reduc-
tions will be achieved through the 
installation of pollution control equip-
ment. The Department of Justice was 
joined by eight states and 13 citizen 
groups as plaintiffs in the lawsuit, 
which was originally filed in 1999 
based on alleged Clean Air Act viola-
tions.  

IAEP’s Third Annual Golf Classic, 
held October 10th  at the White Deer 
Run Golf Club in Vernon Hills, Illi-
nois, was as huge success.  This 
year we had 47 golfers sign up, 44 
golfers on the course with 4 other 
environmental professionals joining 
us for dinner.  The winning golf 
foursome included Mike McFadden, 
Dan Petersen, Ron Hutchins, and 
Rich Bergreen.  The longest drive 
was hit by Bill Dwyer and the shot 
closest to the pin was by Dave Ber-
nett.  All winners received prizes.  
Also, many great raffle prizes, such 
as a Golf Club foursome, 19-inch 
LCD computer screen, and two I-
pods, were given away to elated 
participants during the dinner.  
Monies raised during the event will 
go to the IAEP annual student 
scholarship program.  Many, many 
thanks go to our Golf Outing spon-
sors for their generous support who 
this year included the following 
companies:  

National News: 

Largest Environmental 
Settlement in History 

IAEP Holds Successful 3rd Annual Golf Classic  

Veolia Environmental Services 

 

Christopher Burke  

Engineering, Inc. 

 

Ashtead Technology 

 

First Environmental  

Laboratories, Inc. 

 

Allegiant Global Services, LLC 

 

Hygieneering, Inc. 

 

EDR 

 

C.S. Drilling 

 

Weston Solutions 

 

ERM  



It Was Great Fun—See 
You Next Year! 



 Membership Categories 
 
 
 
________Corporate/Institutional  $175 
 
________General Member  $35 
 
________Associate Member  $35 
 
________Student Member  $17 

 

 

TO: Illinois Association of Environmental Professionals 
P.O. Box 81551 
Chicago, IL 60681-0551 

If you know someone who may be interested  in joining, please give If you know someone who may be interested  in joining, please give If you know someone who may be interested  in joining, please give If you know someone who may be interested  in joining, please give 

the person this form to be mailed in to IAEP.the person this form to be mailed in to IAEP.the person this form to be mailed in to IAEP.the person this form to be mailed in to IAEP.    

Please print this form and mail it  in by folding it and using the prepared addressed to IAEP. 

_________________________________________________  Membership Categories (check one) 

Name, Title      ___Corporate/Institutional   $175 

       ___General Member   $35 

_________________________________________________  ___Associate Member   $35 

Company       ___Student Member   $17 

      

 ___General Member   $35 

_________________________________________________  

Field, Occupation 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Address 

 

________________________________________________  Make check payable to: IAEP, PO Box 81551, Chicago, IL 60681-0551  

___General and Associate Member     $65 
 (2 years) 

Remember to 
renew your 
membership today. 


