
know in the environ-
mental industry in 
some way.  Speaking 
on behalf of the Board, 
we are exploring meth-
ods to support to the 
extent possible those in 
need of networking, 
establishing new busi-
ness contacts and iden-
tifying job leads.  Cur-
rently the IAEP is in-
tending to either host 
or participate in upcom-
ing job fairs.  Through-
out our Board of Direc-
tors and our member-
ship exists a wealth of 
contacts that no doubt 
could be put use to 
help our fellow Illinois-
ans to find fruitful em-
ployment in the envi-
ronmental arena.  That 
being said, help us help 
you!  In addition to net-
working events we will 
be planning for the 
near future, please do 
not hesitate to contact 
any of us on the Board 
and suggest other 

Greetings!  Spring 
is right around the 
corner and with it, 
some upcoming 
IAEP events.  First, 
don’t forget to re-
new or join the 
IAEP to remain 
abreast of our up-
coming seminars, 
job fairs and yearly 
golf outing. 
 
Per my previous 
President’s Pen 
last fall, we are 
currently working 
in conjunction with 
the Army Corps of 
Engineers to se-
cure speakers to 
comment on the 
Economic Stimulus 
Package.  Our 
hope is to provide 
some valuable in-
sight into the state 
of economic affairs 
as it relates to our 
respective environ-
mental businesses, 
and the positive 
impacts the stimu-

lus package may 
have in certain sec-
tors, particularly re-
newable energy.  
Stay tuned to our 
website and email 
alerts as our seminar 
schedule firms up 
later this Spring. 
 
The National Associa-
tion of Environmental 
Professionals (NAEP) 
is holding its yearly 
conference May 2-6 
in Scottsdale, AZ.  
The conference is 
entitled “Making Sus-
tainability Happen: 
Goals, Practices and 
Challenges.”  Ron 
Deverman, our NAEP 
liaison, has included 
an NAEP update 
along with some ad-
ditional conference 
details in the pages 
that follow. 
 
Changing gears a bit, 
there’s no doubt the 
economy has af-
fected someone you 
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Atwell-Hicks, Inc. 

tguist@atwell-hicks.com  

(630) 577-0800 

 

Robert Sliwinski 

Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. 
rsliwinski@cbbel.com 

(847) 823-0500 

 

Ken Kopija, jr., Webmaster 

Christopher B. Burke Eng. 

kkopija@cbbel.com 

 

Jenner & Block 

Christopher B. Burke Engineering 

Host Corporations 

Continued on p. 8 



34th Annual Conference. The 2009 NAEP national conference is fast approaching. The confer-
ence will be held from May 2 through May 6 in Scottsdale, Arizona. You can obtain information at 
www.naep.org and register online at https://commerce.podi.com/naep/index.cfm. 
 
New CEP Search Portal. Have an environmental question, situation, or project and need help? 
Want to find other CEPs with expertise in specific areas? ABCEP is introducing a member search 
portal that enables anyone to search listed CEPs using a keyword/specialty area, geographic 
location, or by name. Besides linking information seekers to knowledgeable CEPs, it also enables 
CEPs to search for other CEPs when confronting situations outside his/her circle of expertise. 
This searchable database adds a new benefit to employers and customers by adding value to the 
individual CEP’s marketability. Find the search portal at www.abcep.org. 
 
35th Annual Conference Planning. Planning for the 2010 Annual NAEP Conference to be held 
in Atlanta, GA is already underway.  
 
NAEP Elections. Elections for new Executive Officers of the NAEP Board of Directors are cur-
rently being held. New officers will be announced in April. 

NAEP News Bulletin  
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newsletter to 
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today. 

 
Essay Contest Announced for 2009 Scholarship Program 
IAEP has opened the essay competition for this year’s IAEP Scholar-
ship Program. Please visit www.iaepnetwork.org for complete informa-
tion or see the flyer included in this newsletter. The deadline for the re-
ceipt of essays and other application materials is May 1, 2009. The 
scholarship is an effort to increase student’s interest in the 
environmental profession and to support them in defining their career 
goals. The scholarship opportunity consists of one $1,000 award to aid 
a student in his/her education related expenses.  
 
Government Contracting Small Business Symposium 
The Quad Cities Regional Government Contracting Small Business 
Symposium will be held on May 7 and 8, 2009 at the Quad Cities Wa-
terfront Convention Center. See the flyer included in this newsletter. 

Chapter News and Local Happenings 



Earlier this month, the 
Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency an-
nounced that it has 
issued a Drinking Wa-
ter Alert to residents 
of two Kankakee-area 
subdivisions due to 
concerns that fecal 
coliform and E. coli 
bacteria may be pre-
sent in the community 
water supplies that 
they use. Windmill Es-
tates and Skyview 
Subdivision residents 
are being urged to boil 
their tap water before 

use or to use bottled 
water to avoid ill-
nesses caused by any 
fecal coliform bacteria, 
including E. coli, 
which may be present 
in the water. The alert 
was not prompted by 
test results but was 
done as a precaution-
ary measure because 
of a lapse in monitor-
ing of the water sup-
plies. Both community 
sys tems employ 

groundwater as their 
tap water source. 
 
The presence of fecal 
coliform bacteria, in-
cluding E. coli, in a 
groundwater-based 
water supply typically 
results when runoff 
from animal facilities 
or wastewater from 
household septic sys-
tems penetrates deep 
enough into the 
ground to reach wa-
ter-bearing rock strata 
that the wells tap. 
Both potential sources 

are common in the 
rural and semi-rural 
areas of the American 
heartland. A Penn 
State study indicates 
that water from 33% 
of sampled household 
wells in Pennsylvania 
was positive for fecal 
coliform bacteria, and 
E. coli was found in 
14%. Water wells at 
residences that also 
possess septic sys-
tems had a higher in-

cidence of contamina-
tion than those at 
homes discharging to 
public sewers. 

 
Community water sys-
tems such as those of 
Windmill Estates and 
Skyview Subdivision 
are subject to state-

level regulation, and 
mandated testing pro-
vides a level of com-
fort. But outside of lar-
ger municipalities or 
subdivisions possess-
ing water treatment 
in fras truc ture  or 
treated water pur-
chase arrangements 
and a water distribu-
tion network, house-
holds typically obtain 
their water by continu-

Illinois Environmental News: 
Bacterial Concerns for Groundwater-Based Water Supplies 
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An entity called the Atlantic 
Sea Island Group proposes to 
build a manmade island to 
house a liquefied natural gas 
receiving terminal off the Atlan-
tic coast.  
 
The terminal would be located 
about 14 miles from the near-
est point along the New York 
coast and about 23 miles from 
New York Harbor, and would 
receive shipments of liquefied 
natural gas from ocean vessels 
for use in the New York-New 
Jersey area. Once off-loaded 
from ships on the island termi-
nal, liquefied natural gas would 
be converted to the gas phase 
and transferred to the 
mainland via an underwater 
pipeline. Environmentalists op-
pose the plan as an expansion 
of maritime industrial activity. 
 
The island would be about 60 
acres in size at its surface, and 
roughly 110 acres at its base 

on the ocean floor. Material to 
create the island would be ob-
tained from excavation of the 
Ambrose Channel. The ocean 
depth at the proposed location 
is approximately 65 feet.  
 
Once constructed on the man-
made island, the terminal 
would have a liquefied natural 
gas storage capacity of 
720,000 cubic meters and 
would be able to provide 2 bil-
lion cubic feet of natural gas to 
consumers per day. The Sea 
Island Group argues that the 
project would give the New 
York metropolitan area’s en-
ergy supply chain a much-
needed boost. They hope to 
begin receiving liquefied natu-
ral gas shipments at the facility 
in 2014. Two other New York-
New Jersey area offshore liq-
uefied natural gas terminals 
have also been proposed. 
 
Environmentalist opposition of 

the plan stems from concern 
over increased industrial ship-
ping and infrastructure on the 
open ocean and along coasts. 
Increased shipping traffic and 
additional islands increases 
the chance of collisions and 
groundings, and hence the po-
tential for spills.  
 
According to the Sea Island 
Group web site, during the 60 
years that liquefied natural gas 
has been used, no major re-
leases of the product has oc-
curred. The shipping and ter-
minal handling of liquefied 
natural gas is also highly regu-
lated by the Coast Guard and 
other agencies.  
 
The Sea Island Group says 
that the project will cost at 
least $700 million in contractor 
wages and enjoys strong sup-
port of AFL-CIO and building 
trades.  
 

National Environmental News: 
Proposed Energy Terminal on Artificial Island Off New York Coast 
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ing an age-old practice: 
they pump it from their own 
well, located on their prop-
erty. Another Midwest 
state, Michigan, leads the 
nation in population de-
pendent on these house-
hold wells, followed by 
Pennsylvania. The testing 
of these household water 
supplies is the home-
owner’s initiative. 
 
It may be difficult to prove, 
but dated residential infra-
structure combined with 
modern practices has likely 
brought an increased risk 
of bacterial contamination 
in rural household water 
wells. Compared to wells 
constructed today, ones 
drilled prior to the 1980’s 
are often half as deep, 
drawing water from shal-
lower depths more easily 

reached by contaminants, 
reflecting a lesser risk of 
groundwater contamination 
associated with the agricul-
tural practices of previous 
times. Lifestyle changes in 
American homes have 
brought increased domes-
tic water usage and hence 
increased wastewater dis-
charge, posing an addi-
tional, more local risk to 
household well water qual-
ity. Not only do many rural 
homes remain self-reliant 
in the area of drinking wa-
ter infrastructure, they op-
erate their own sewage 
treatment and discharge 
facilities as well, called 
septic systems, which are 
designed to allow waste-
water to slowly seep into 
the ground. In order not to 
contaminate the underlying 
groundwater, a septic sys-

tem must be sized, lo-
cated, and designed ap-
propriately for the volume 
of domestic wastewater 
generated. Increased do-
mestic water usage at 
homes with septic systems 
not designed to handle 
present-day wastewater 
volumes has led to con-
tamination of some house-
hold wells which formerly 
yielded clean water. 
Homes with older septic 
systems often have older 
water wells as well, which 
were not only often drilled 
to shallower depths but 
also constructed according 
to contamination preven-
tion standards more lax 
than today’s, reflecting a 
lesser risk of well contami-
nation by the more water-
frugal households of their 
time. 

Bacterial Concerns for Groundwater-Based Water 
Supplies (cont’ from p. 3) 

gatherings where an IAEP representative could assist in providing some employment guidance. 
 
Finally, and I realize this is a bit premature, but I’m going to begin touting our yearly golf outing.  
It has continually served as an opportunity for our members to socialize, network and share ideas 
concerning their respective industries.  I can’t think of any year in recent past that an outing such 
as ours is more appropriate, considering the economic and employment conditions we’re all cur-
rently weathering. Although the September date has not been set yet and it is quite a few 
months away, we’re starting to get the word out early this year to ensure we put on a top notch 
event for our members, and hopefully avoid the rain! Please continue to visit our website as the 
date will be posted soon and help us to make this golf event the best of your summer 2009 out-
ings. 
 
Nathan Quaglia, President 

President’s Pen (cont’ from p. 1) 
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 Membership Categories 
 
 
 
________Corporate/Institutional  $175 
 
________General Member  $35 
 
________Associate Member  $35 
 
________Student Member  $17 

 

 

TO: Illinois Association of Environmental Professionals 
P.O. Box 81551 
Chicago, IL 60681-0551 

If you know someone who may be interested  in joining, please give If you know someone who may be interested  in joining, please give If you know someone who may be interested  in joining, please give If you know someone who may be interested  in joining, please give 

the person this form to be mailed in to IAEP.the person this form to be mailed in to IAEP.the person this form to be mailed in to IAEP.the person this form to be mailed in to IAEP.    

Please print this form and mail it  in by folding it and using the prepared addressed to IAEP. 

_________________________________________________  Membership Categories (check one) 

Name, Title      ___Corporate/Institutional   $175 

       ___Professional Member   $35 

_________________________________________________  ___Associate Member   $35 

Company       ___Student Member   $17 

        

_________________________________________________  

Field, Occupation 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Address 

 

________________________________________________  Make check payable to: IAEP, PO Box 81551, Chicago, IL 60681-0551  

City State  Zip 

Remember to 
renew your 
membership today. 


